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'DADDY'bySylviaPlath

Sylvia Plath(1932-1963)was an American poet,

novelist,andshort-storywriter.Sheiscreditedwith

advancingthegenreofconfessionalpoetryandis

bestknownfortwoofherpublishedcollections,

TheColossusandOtherPoemsandAriel,aswell

asTheBellJar,asemi-autobiographicalnovel.

Plathhaswrittenhundredsofpoemsondifferent

topics. However following three themes are

obviousinmostofherpoems.

1.Sheusedherpoemstoconfess

2. She often wrote of overwhelming male

(father/husband)figures

3.Birthisalsoasubjectcommontoherworks.

"Daddy"isacontroversialpoem writtenby Sylvia

Plath.Ithas 16 stanzas,each with five lines,

makingatotalof80lines.

Itwaspublishedposthumouslyin1965aspartof

the collection 'Ariel'.Itwas originallywritten in
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October1962,a month afterPlath's separation

from herhusband,thepoetTedHughes,andfour

monthsbeforeherdeathbysuicide.

is a deeply complex poem about the poet's

relationshipwithherdeceasedfather,OttoPlath.

Theword"daddy"standsfora"male".HereSilvia

Plathpresentsherprotestagainstmaledominance

inoursociety.,Thepoem dealswiththespeaker's

struggletobreakfreeofherfather'sinfluenceand

dominance.

MajorThemesin“Daddy”:Love,hatred,and

loss are the majorthemes in the poem.The

tormentedspeakerdescribesherlifewithherfather

before his death.He nevergave herlove and

supportandforcedhertolivealifeofsufferings,

misery,andpain.Theexperienceandtorturetook

awayheridentity.Despitehiscoldbehavior,she

lovedhim dearly.Unfortunately,herhusband,who

resembled herfatheriscompared to avampire,

musthave abused herand hermarriage lasted
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sevenyears.Bytheendofthepoem,shegivesup

andstopsrunningaftertheshadowofherfather.

Here the Poet's personalexperiences with two

malesinherlife,herfatherandherhusband,also

symbolicallyexpressthesubjugatedconditionof

mostwomenoftheworld.Wearelivinginamale

dominatedsocietywherewomenhavealwaysbeen

oppressedinallwalksoflife.Sothispoem isa

master piece of which exposes this male

dominanceandpresentswomen'sprotestagainst

themales.

Form ofthePoem:

Thereare80linesinthispoem withsixteenstanzas.

Quintin:AQuintinisafivelinedstanza.Here,each

stanzaconsistsoffivelines.

Rhyme Scheme:There is no specific rhyme

schemeusedinthispoem.

End Rhyme:End Rhyme is used to make the
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stanzamelodious.Theexamplesofendrhymesare

mostlinesthatendwith‘oo’sound.Forexample,

“blue/you”and“true/Jew.”

PoeticDevices:

Alliteration: Alliteration is the repetition of

consonantsoundsinthesamelinesuchasthe

soundof/m/in“Imadeamodelofyou,”andthe

soundof/h/in“Daddy,Ihavehadtokillyou”.

Assonance:Assonanceistherepetitionofvowel

soundsinthesamelinesuchasthesoundof/a/in

“Theyaredancingandstampingonyou”andthe

soundof/e/in“Iwastenwhentheyburiedyou”.

Metaphor:Itisafigureofspeech in which an

impliedcomparisonismadebetweenthedifferent

objects. The poet has compared her father,

husband and mostmen,in generalwith,‘Black

shoe’;‘Ghastlystatue’;‘Panzer-man’and‘Vampire’.
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Enjambment: Enjambment refers to the

continuation of a sentence withoutthe pause

beyondtheendofaline,coupletorstanza.For

example,

“There’sastakeinyourfatblackheart

Andthevillagersneverlikedyou.”

Imagery:Imageryisusedtomakereadersperceive

thingsinvolvingtheirfivesenses.Forexample,“Any

more,blackshoe,InwhichIhavelivedlikeafoot”

and“AndyourAryaneye,brightblue”

Simile:Itisafigureofspeechusedtocompare

twodifferentobjects.Forexample,thefather’stoe

iscomparedtoamassiveSanFrancisco’sseal.In

thesixthstanza,“IbegantotalklikeaJew”the

poetcomparesherselfwiththeJews.
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