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INTRODUCTION:

Canatailorsewhisclotheswithoutproperdesigns?Can

anengineerbuildabuildingwithoutanyplansordesigns?

Literatureiswrittenindifferentformslikepoetry,drama,

novel,shortstory,biography,travelogueetc.Incaseof

drama,thedramatisthastofollowsomespecificdesign

or pattern to make the drama more effective and

appealing.

ARISTOTLE’SCONCEPTOFDRAMATICDESIGN:

Aristotle,the greatGreek philosopherhas discussed

dramaanditselementsinhis‘ThePoetics’.

1.PLOT:
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Plotisaseriesofactionslogicallyconnectedwith

oneanother.Aplotmusthavefollowingfivestages:

2.CHARACTER:

Dramaistobeenactedonthestage.Theactionsare

performed on the stage.Forthis,we need the

charactersthroughwhichthedramatistpresentshis

story.Therearedifferenttypesofcharacterslike

majorandminor,roundandflatetc.

3.THOUGHT:

Nodramacanexistwithoutaseriousthoughtoridea.
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Infact,thedramatistwritesadramaonlytoconvey

someseriousphilosophyoflife,hisownpointof

view oflife.Hence,thoughtortheme is highly

importantinanydrama.

4.LANGUAGE:

Aristotlegavemuchemphasisontheuseofproper

flowerylanguage in poetry.He believed thatthe

languageofthedramatistmustbeornamental.He

mustusevariousfiguresofspeechinallpartsofthe

play.Thismakesthedramamoreinteresting.

5.SPECTACLE:

Spectacle includes stage conditions,costumes,

stageproperties,soundandlighteffectsetc.The

dramatisthasto writehisdramaconsidering the

availabilityofallthesethingsinhistimes.

6.SONG:

Music and song in the modern drama are as

importantaschoruswasintheancientdrama.This

elementaddsmorecharm,beautyandinterestin

drama.Itrelievesthetensionofthedrama.

W.H.HUDSON’SCONCEPTOFDRAMATICDESIGN:
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Apartfrom above importantelements ofdrama as

discussedbyAristotle,W.H.Hudsonbelievesthatthree

morethingsarerequiredindramainordertomakethe

dramaticdesignmoreappealingandfruitful.

1.PARALLELISM:

Thedramatisthastointroducesomeparallelaction

goingonsidebysidewiththemainaction,storyor

plot.Thesubordinateactionenhancestheeffectof

themainplotorstory.Forexample,inShakespeare’s

‘AMidsummerNight’sDream’,themainplotisthe

lovestoryofHelenaandDemetriusandHermiaand

Lysander.Buttherearesubordinatelovestoriesof

OberonandTitaniaandTheseusandHippolyta.

2.CONTRAST&CONFLICT:

Thedramatisttriestopresentcontrastandconflict

among differentforcesinhisdrama.Itcanbea

contrastbetween good and evil,rich and poor,

protagonistandantagonist,powerfulandpowerless

etc.Itisrightlysaidthatnoconflict,nolife.Indrama

too,thiscontrastandconflictaddsmoresuspense

andinterest.

3.DRAMATICIRONY:
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The dramatist makes use of a device called

‘dramaticirony’.Here,thesignificanceofthewords

(dialogues)ortheactioniscleartotheaudience,but

the characters themselves are unaware of the

consequences.Theaudienceknowswhatisgoingto

happennextwhereasthecharactersarecompletely

unknownabouttheend oftheplay.Thiscreates

laughteraswellassuspenseindrama.

CONCLUSION:

Hence,tosum up,wemaysaythatasanengineerneeds

to draw aproperdesignbeforebuildingabridge,the

dramatisttooneedstofollow properpatternordesign

whilewritinghisdrama.Adramawithoutanydesignis

just like a journey without any destination or any

knowledge aboutthe paths.Plot,character,thought,

language,spectacle,song,parallelism,contrast,conflict,

irony–alltheseconstituteproperdramaticdesign.
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