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INTRODUCTION: Dionysius / Cassius /

Psudo Longinus lived during the 1st/3rd

centurywas a rhetorician and philosophical

critic. Not much biographical details are

availableabouthim intoday'stimes.Longinus

isoneofthegreatestGreekcritics. Hewas

onceregardedbyDrydenasthegreatestcritic

afterAristotle.His position is onlynextto

Aristotle.His'OntheSublime'isanimmortal

critical document of great worth which
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discussestheprincipleofsublimityinpoetry.

Longinusexploresthemeaning,thenatureand

thesourcesofsublimeinhiscriticaltreatise.

LonginusontheFunctionofPoetry:Before

Longinus,Plato and Aristotlehad discussed

thenatureandfunctionsofpoetry.Platobeing

amoralistbelievedthatpoetrymustbemoral

and must deliver moralmessages to the

society.Aristotleontheotherhand,believed

thattheprimaryfunctionofpoetryistoplease

thereaders.ButLonginusgoesonestepahead

bysayingthatteachingmoralsandpleasing

thereaderstakesplaceonlywhenthereaders

arefirstofalltransported ormoved to the

worldofthepoets.SoaccordingtoLonginus,

theprimaryfunctionofpoetryisnottoteach

ortoplease,buttomove,totransportorto

upliftthereaders.Andforthis,theworkhasto
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beasublimeinessence.

Sublimityin Poetry:Sublimityis a certain

loftiness,distinction and consummation of

excellence in language, expression and

composition.Itistheechoofagreatsoul.It

raisesstyleabovetheordinary.

Thissublimitycomesinaworkofartfrom the

poet'sgeniusandtalentboth/natureandart

both.According to Longinus,'Artis perfect

whenitseemstobenature,andnaturehitsthe

markwhenshecontainsarthiddenwithinher'.
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THESOURCESOFTHESUBLIME:According

toLonginustherearefiveprincipalsourcesof

thesublime.Thesesourcesare-

[1]Grandeurofthought;

[2]Strongemotion;

[3]Theuseoffigures;

[4]Noblediction;

[5]Dignifiedcomposition.

The 'grandeur of thought' and 'strong

emotion'areinborngiftsofnature.Therest

threesourcesarethegiftsofart.
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[1]GRANDEUROFTHOUGHT:'Grandeurof

thought'isoneoftheprincipalsourcesofthe

sublime.Itislargelythegiftofnature.Itis

essentialforasublimework.Menwithmean

andservileideascan'tattainsublimity.Infact,

greatthoughts spring from greatsouls.In

short,itistheecho ofagreatsoul.Inthe

wordsofLonginus:

'their words are full of sublimity whose

thoughtsarefullofmajesty'.

[2]STRONG EMOTION:Strongandinspired

passionisthesecondsignificantsourceofthe
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sublime.The strong emotions are capable

enoughtoarousetheemotionsofthereaders

which leads to the psychological

transportation ofthe readers which is the

primaryfunctionofpoetry.

Strongemotionisaninborngiftofagenius.

According to Longinus nothing makes so

muchforgrandeurastrueemotionintheright

place.

[3]THEUSEOFFIGURES:Theuseoffigures

isthethirdprincipalsourceofthesublime.It

canbeacquiredbyart.Ithelpsinthecreation

ofthesublime.Figuresofspeechshouldbe

used in a naturalmanner.They should be

employed in the rightplace,on the right

occasion,intherightmannerandwitharight

motive.Onlysuchusestrengthensthesublime
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andthesublimesupportsit.Thechieffigures

like the rhetorical questions; adjuration,

asyndeton,hyperbaton,periphrasis,anaphora

andpolyptotacontributemuchtothesublime

andaddgreatlytothebeautyoflanguage.

[4]NOBLE DICTION:It is also a very

importantsourceofthesublime.Itincludes

choiceandarrangementofproperwordsand

the use of metaphors and ornamental

language.Thechoiceofproperandstriking

wordsisessentialforproducingsublimity.

Longinusisoftheview thatbeautifulwords

are the very lightoflofty thought.Trivial

subjects should notbe treated in a grand
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manner.Imagineagreatwarriorridingaweak

horseandaweakwarriorridingastronghorse.

[5]DIGNIFIED COMPOSION:Dignified or

harmoniouscomposition isthefifthsourceof

the sublime. Great ideas need great

composition.Thepoetmustknowastowhich

compositionisthemostsuitableoneforthe

type ofideas oremotions he is going to

expressinhispoetry.

There mustbe properharmonyamong the

ideas,emotions,dictionandfiguresofspeech

usedinthepoetry.Itisthesenseofharmony

thatgivescharm andorganicunitytoawordof

art.Thelackofharmonyspoilsdignityand

elevation and gives the composition an

appearanceofmeanness.
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LonginusasaClassicalandasaRomantic

Critic:

ScottJameshailshim asthefirstromantic

criticwhereasprof.Atkinsadmireshim asa

greatclassicalcritic.In fact,Longinus is a

classicistintaste,romanticintemperandan

idealistatheart.

LonginusasaRomanticCritic:Longinusisa

romanticistintemper.Forhim literatureisnot

amechanicalworkbutathingofthespiritof

imagination, of feeling and the gift of

communication.His emphasis on passion,

ecstasy, beauty, transport, imagination,

intensity,inspiration,exaltation,subjectivity

andemotion.Hisloveforbeauty,forart,for



Dr.VipulV.Kapoor,AssociateProfessor

Pleasesubscribetothischannelformorevideoson

Englishlanguageandliterature.

violatingtherulesoftheancientsmakeshim a

romanticcritic.Heisreallyaromanticcritic

becausehebelievesintheromanticfunction

ofliteratureanddiscardsthemoralfunctionof

literature.Itishewho sowed theseedsof

romanticism.

LonginusasaClassicalCritic:Longinusisa

classicistintaste.Theclassicalqualitiesof

Longinus as a critic are quite obvious.He

showsagreatreverencefortheancientGreek

models,fortraditionandadvocatesimitation.

Helaid emphasisonorderand grandeurof

thoughtandlanguage.Hebelievesinrulesand

regulations.

In his emphasis on the use offigures of
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speech, diction and proper harmonious

composition,heemergesoutasaclassical

critic.

CONCLUSION:ThusLonginusisoneofthe

greatestmastersofcriticism.Heisthepioneer

inthefieldofliteraryappreciations.His'Onthe

sublime'isthefirstandauniquetreatiseon

style.Hewasthefirstcriticwhowentagainst

thegreatmastersofcriticism likePlatoand

Aristotle while discussing the functions of

poetry.MiltononceclaimedthatLonginuswas

alwaysthetutorheworshipped.


