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DEFINITION&ELEMENTSOFNOVEL

(ExplainedbyDr.VipulV.Kapoor,Associate
Professor)

“Ashortstoryisaphotograph,anovelisafilm.”

INTRODUCTION: Thoughbeingthelatestform
ofliterature(emergedduringthe18th century),Novelis
themostpopularand widelyloved and read form of
literaturearoundtheworld.After18thcentury,thereading
ofnovelshadbecomeafashion,almostamaniaamong
the upperclass women in England.The novelhad
become whatcinema became in 1920s onwards.It
provedtobeawindowtotheworldofentertainment.
SamuelRichardson,HenryFielding,TobiasSmollettand
LaurenceSternpreparedastrongfoundationofthisnew
genre/form ofEnglishliteratureduringthe18th century
whichwasdevelopedfurtherbyCharlesDickens,Thomas
Hardy,EmilyBronteandothersduringthe19th century.
Novel holds some important elements like plot,
characters. Setting, philosophy of life, dialogues,
narrativetechniquesetc.

ORIGINOFNOVEL:
AncientGreekepicslongnarrativestoriesofgreat
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historicalfiguresinpoeticform.

AncientBalladsnarratedthefolktalesinpoeticform.

Boccaccio (14th century),an Italian authorwrote
‘Decameron’,acollectionofstoriesinprose.

GeoffreyChaucer(14thcentury)wrotetwostoriesin
prose,namely,

John Bunyan,Aphra Ben,DanielDefoe,Joseph
Addison,Richard Steele and others popularized
proseliteratureduringthe18thand19thcenturies.

DEFINITIONOFNOVEL: Hundreds of critics
andscholarshavetriedtodefinenovelindifferentways.
Howeversomethingsarecommonamongalldefinitions.
Let’s take a glance atsome ofthe mostfamous
definitions.

1.Anonymous:“Novelisafictitiousprosenarrativeof
considerablelength,inwhichrealistcharactersand
eventsarepresentedinacomplexplot.”

2.Webster’sDictionary:“Novelisan invented prose
narrativethatisusuallylongandcomplexanddeals
especiallywithhumanexperiencethroughausually
connectedsequenceofevents.”

3.HenryJames:“Theonlyreasonfortheexistenceofa

novelisthatitdoesattempttorepresentlife.”
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4.AlbertCamus:“Anovelisneveranythingbuta

philosophyputintoimages.”

5.RalphWaldoEmerson:“Everynovelisadebtorto

Homer.”

Inthisway,wemaysaythatnovelisanewlyinvented

form ofEnglishliteraturewhichnarratesanimaginative

story.Itiswritteninaboutmorethan100pages.Though

itisanimaginativestory,itdealswithreallifecharacters

andeventsandpresentssomephilosophyoflife.These

eventsarepresentedinacomplexplot.

ELEMENTSOFNOVEL:

1.THEME/PHILOSOPHYOFLIFE

2.CHARACTERS

3.PLOTCONSTRUCTION

4.SETTING

5.CONFLICT

THEME/PHILOSOPHYOFLIFE: Theme or the

centralideaistheheartandsoulofanyworkofart.The

novelistwriteshisnovelswithsomespecificpurpose.He

expresseshisvisionoflife,hisphilosophyoflifethrough
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theactionsandcharactersinhisnovels.

EarnestHemingwaywrote‘OldManandtheSea’and

presentsanicephilosophyoflife,“Manisnotmadefor

defeat,mancanbedestroyed,butnotdefeated.”

RoyBennettwrote‘TheLightintheHeart’andexpressed

thisidea,“Ifyoubelieveverystronglyinsomething,stand

upandfightforit.”

CHARACTERS: Sincenovelisalongnarrativestory

inwhichreallifeeventsarepresented,itcannotexist

withoutcharacters.Characters,minorandmajor,playan

importantroletodevelopthestory.Here,thenovelist

presentsflatand round characters.Mostly,themajor

charactersortheprotagonistandantagonistsareround

charactersandminoronesareflatcharacters.Infact,the

successofthenoveldependsonhowwellthecharacters

are developed.In English literature,we have many

immortalcharacters like Pip in ‘GreatExpectations’,

Santiagoin‘OldManandtheSea’,Pamela,HarryPorter

etc.

PLOTCONSTRUCTION: “Plotisaseriesofevents

logicallyconnectedwithoneanother.”Thenovelisthasto

arrangeallactionsoreventsinalogicalmannersoasto
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createrealisticeffect.Iftheeventsarepresentedina

haphazardmanner,itcreatesconfusioninthemindof

thereaderandthenovelfails.Therearethreetypesof

plot:

SimplePlot,havingonemainstory

Episodic Plot, having events with no logical

connection

ComplexPlot,onemainplotandoneormoresub-

plots

SETTING: Thebackgroundinwhichthestoryand

eventstakeplaceisknownassetting.Itincludestwo

majoraspects:

Place:Sincenovelsarelengthy,thestorymaymove

from oneplacetoanother.Thenovelsmustclearly

describe these places so as to create a proper

pictureoftheplacesinthereader’smind.Buttoo

many places mightsometimes create confusion

amongthereaders.

Time:Thestorymaytakeplaceinpast,presentor

future.The novelisthas to stick to the social,

economicandpoliticalconditionsofthetimewhich
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hepresentsin hisnovel.Sometimesthenovelist

presentsflashbacksoftime.Thestorymovesfrom

presenttopastandbacktopresentagain.Buttoo

manyflashbacksmightcreateconfusion.

CONFLICT:Thestrugglebetweentwodifferentforcesis

calledconflict.Defacto,theelementofconflictmakes

thestorymoreinterestingandlively.Therearevarious

typesofconflictsfoundinnovel.

Acharacterstrugglingagainstnature

Astrugglebetweentwoormorecharacters

A struggle between the main characterand the

wholesociety

Astruggleofopposingforceswithinonecharacter

CONCLUSION:Hence,wemaysummarizebysaying

thatnovelisaform ofEnglishliteraturewhichnarratesa

storyinlength.Itpresentstheinternalaswellasexternal

conflictsofthereallifecharacters.Theultimateaim of

thenovelististopresenthisphilosophyoflifewhichhas

universalappeal.


