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ORIENTALISM:

ExplainedbyDr.VipulV.Kapoor,AssociateProfessor

INTRODUCTION:
Orientalism isaliterarytheorywhichacquiredimportance

towards the end of20th century.This theory was

propounded byEdward Said,a modern culturalcritic.

EdwardSaïdarguedthatadominantEuropeanpolitical

ideologycreated the notion ofthe Orientin orderto

subjugateandcontrolit.Orientalism studiestheWestern

approachandattitudetowardstheEasternsocietiesand

cultures.Itisastudyof“WE”and“You”,the“WHITES”

and the “BLACKS",the "EAST"and the "WEST”.This

theoryemergesfrom colonialism.

ORIGINOFTHETERM ‘ORIENTALISM’:
Theterm ‘Orientalism’comesfrom theLatinword“oriens”

whichmeans“East”.Hence,‘Orient’meansthe“Easterns”

orthepeopleandculturesofEastAsia.Thestudyof

orientalism isthestudyoftheEastAsianpeopleand

culturesfrom theWesternperspectivesandideology.

PIONEEROFORIENTALISM:
EdwardSaid(1935–2003)wasa PalestinianAmerican

literarytheorist andfamousculturalcritictheoristofpost
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colonialliterature.Hepublishedabook ‘Orientalism’ in

1978.His theory oforientalism is influenced by the

imperialism andcolonialism ofthe19thand20thcentury.

 BASICCONCEPTOFORIENTALISM:

Edward Said defines Orientalism in this manner,

“Orientalism can be discussed and analyzed as the

corporateinstitutionfordealingwiththeorient”.

The Westsees the Middle Eastern,Asian,and North

Africansocietybytheonlyword“theEast”.Insimple

words‘orientalism’istheterm usedtoshow Western

approachandattitudetowardsMiddle,NorthAfricanand

Asianpeople,societyandculture.Westernpeoplesee

them asunintelligent,undeveloped,uncivilizedandlower

thanthemselves.So,inthiswaytheythinkthemselves

superiortotheEasternpeople.TheWesternscholarsand

thinkersseetheEasternpeopleas“theother”,different

from them.Itisthroughthisorientalapproachonlythat

theyheld theconceptof“WhiteMan’sBurden”.They

(Western people, Colonizers) thought it their

responsibilitytopolishandreform theEasternpeople,

Colonized).

Inshort,Orientalism is“aWesternstylefordominating,

restructuring,andhavingauthorityovertheorient”.
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ORIENTALISM &POST-COLONIALISM:
Orientalism actuallyoriginsfrom colonialism andpost-

colonialism.Postcolonialism isthestudyofaculture

after the physical and political withdrawal of an

oppressivepower.Whenallcolonieswerefreedfrom the

Western rule in the mid 20th century,a conflictand

difference stillremained between the Eastand West.

RudyardKiplingwrotethislineinoneofhispoems:

“EastisEast,andWestisWest,andneverthetwainshall

meet”

So,orientalism studies this Western approach and

attitudetowardstheEasternsocietiesandcultures.

TWOTERMS–OCCIDENT&ORIENT:
The term ‘occident’means the Westcountries,their

ideology,theircustoms,and theirphilosophy oflife.

(Westmeans the countries ofEurope,America,and

France).Occidentsocietiesareconsideredasdynamic

andinnovative.

Theterm ‘orient’meanstheEasterncountries,especially

East Asia. Orient societies are considered by the
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Occidentasstatic,neverchanging.

The relationship between Orientand Occidentis a

relationshipofpoweranddomination.

EXAMPLESOFORIENTALISM:
       

1.Alladdin -a characterofDisney Land has been
presentedfrom orientalperspective.Alladdinisan
Arabcharacterfrom acartoonseriesnamedArabian
Nights.Itwastheshow forchildren.Considerthis
remarkofKincheloe:
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“Movies thatchildren watch forenjoymentand
pleasureratherthaninstruction,unfortunatelyleave
adeeperimprintonafresh,impressionablemind
thandoesanunexcitingtextbook.”

InthiscartoonseriesbyWaltDisneyPictures,Alladdin
wasthemostcelebratedcharacter.Butthatserieshad
facedcriticism forwrongandunjustportrayaloftheArab
people and world.Here Alladdin was ridiculed and
mockedalot.Thisbecomesproblematicbecausehewas
shownastherepresentativeofArabsocietyandpeople.
Andthethemesongofthatcartoonserieswasalsovery
much criticized for its words,that show Arab as
uncivilizedworld.Thelyricsofthatthemesongare:

“Oh,Icamefrom aland
From afarawayplace,
Wherethecaravancamelsroam,
Wheretheycutoffyourearsifyou
Don’tlikeyourface,
It’sbarbaric,buthey,it’shome.”

('barbaric'-unsophisticated,primitive)

WecanseeinthissonglyricsthathowtheWestern
worlddoeswrongportrayalofArabicworld.Itseems
thatthey wanted to show themselves as more
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civilizedthantheArabs.Butafterfacingenormous
criticism aboutsuch lyrics,Disney Pictures had
changedthelines.So,insteadoftheline“…where
theycutoffyour…”,Thislineswasput:

“Whereit’sflatandimmense
Andtheheatisintense.”

2.Another example is of a comedy produced by
ParamountPictures,named“TheDirector”.Itwas
released in 2012.The main characteris Admiral
GeneralHaffazAladeenInthismovieAladeenhas
travelledtoNew YorkCitytotellthesecretsofhis
country’snuclearprogram toUnitedNationsCouncil.
Andthischaracterwasmockedalot.Inthisway,the
charactersarecriticizedfrom theorientalistpointof
view.

So,itisclearthattheWesternideasaboutorientare
notbased onfactsorreality,butrathertheyare
basedontheirimaginationandontheoldarchetypes
aboutEasternpeople.

MAJORORIENTALUSTS:
Outstanding British scholars associated with these
OrientaliststudieswereWilliam Jones,HenryColebrooke,
NathanielHalhead,CharlesWilkins,andHoraceHyman
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Wilson.

CONCLUSION:
Innutshell,wemaysaythatorientalism isaliterary
movementortheorywhichcameafterpost-colonialism
attheendof20thcentury.EdwardSaidhasbeenhailed
asthepioneerofthistheory.Orientalism studieshow
EastismisrepresentedbytheWest.Itstudieshow the
WesttriestostilldominatetheEastevenafterfreeingthe
colonies.


