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ThemesandClassificationofLiterature

Whatarethesubjects,purposes,or,themesofliterature?How

doesHudsonclassifythem inthefirstchapter?

Hudson’s An Introduction to the Study ofLiterature is an

interestingguideforthebeginnersofliterature.Hedoesnot

simplydefinetheliteratureinfirstchapterbutalsoclassifies

literaturetheme-wiseandcontent-wise.Hesaysthatliterature

comesoutoflife,hencelifeistheprimarythemeofliterature,

butlaterheconfirmsfivethemesofliterature.

VariousThemesofLiterature

Therearevariousthemesofliterature.Thefivebroadthemesof

literature,accordingtoHudson,are:

1. ThePersonalExperiencesofIndividualsasIndividuals:

Thisincludesthethingswhichmakeupthesum-totalofthe

writer’spersonallife.Itsuggeststhatliteraturedealswiththe

personal thoughts, ideas, experience, problems and

achievements ofwriter’s life.Literature is an expression of

writer’spersonallifeaswell.Whateverexperiencemanishaving
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asindividual,hereportsalltheseexperiencesinliteraturewith

enoughsincerity.

2. TheExperienceofManasMan:

Someexperiencesofmanasmanarealwaysthesame,suchas,

thegreatcommonquestionsoflifeanddeath,sinanddestiny,

Godandman’srelationtoGod,and,thegeneralfateofhuman

race.Literaturedealswithalltheseaspectsofman’slifeasman.

Inthisway,theseform oneofthemajorthemesofliterature.

3. TheRelationsofIndividualwithentireSocialWorld:

Therelationofindividualwithhisfellows,orentiresocialworld,

alsoformsanessentialthemeofliterature.Literature,infact,is

revelationofman’srelationwiththewholeworld,hisresponse

tothesocietyandhisproblemswiththeworld.Howmanactsor

reactstotheworldthatliteratureshowsus.

4. TheExternalworldofNatureandourrelationtoit:

Manlivesinlapofnature.Naturehasagreatimportanceinlife

ofman.Mancannotthinkofhisownexistencewithoutnature.
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Natureisagoodfriendofman.Andhence,itisforsurethat

nature finds expression in allactivities ofman,including

literature.Inliterature,wefindexpressionofwriter’sloveof

natureandtherelationofhumanwithit.

5. Man’sefforttocreateandexpressunderthevariousforms

ofliteratureandart:

Man, by his nature, is unable to keep his experience,

observations,emotions,ideas,fancies,tohimself,butheison

thecontraryunderthestressofconstantdesireofexpressing

theseto otherand forthathechoosesvariouschannelsof

expression.Thusman’sownefforttocreateandexpressunder

the variousformsofliterature and artformsthistheme of

literature.

Followedbythesefivethemesofliterature,Hudsondiscusses

“fiveclassesofproduction.”Thesefiveclassesarethetheme-

basedclassificationsofliterature.Theyare:

1. Theliteratureofpurelypersonalexperience.

2. Theliteratureofcommonlifeofmanasman.

3. Theliteratureofthesocialworldunderallitsaspects.
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4. Theliteraturewhichtreatsnature.

5. Theliteraturewhichtreatsofliteratureandart.

ThesecondtypeofclassificationwhichHudsonsuggestsisthe

content-basedclassification.Hereheclassifiesliteratureinto

threegroups.Theyare:

1. Personalliterature

Personalliteratureisliteratureofself-expression.Itincludesthe

differentkindsoflyricofpoetry,thepoetryofmeditationand

argument,and,elegy.Italsoincludestheessay,treatise,and

criticism,writtenfrom personalpointofview.

2. Objectiveliterature

Objectiveliteraturemeansliteraturewhichdealsobjectivelywith

lifeofotherpeople.Thisincludeshistoryandbiography,the

balladandepic,theromanceinverseandprose,thestoryin

verseandprose,and,novelanddrama.

3. Descriptiveliterature
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Thisisnotanimportantdivisionasabovementionedtwogroups

mayincludethis.HoweverHudsonsaysthatitincludesbookof

travelanddescriptiveessaysandpoems.

Toconclude,wecansaythatHudsonsuggestusthetheme-

basedandthecontent-basedclassificationofliteratureinthe

firstchapter.


