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TYPESOFPLOTINNOVEL:

Plotistheheartandsoulofanyworkofart.Itisthrough

theartofplotconstructiononlythatthenovelistnarrates

thestoryoftheprotagonist.Agoodplotmakesthenovel

interestingandsuccessful.

Plotisaseriesofactionslogicallyconnectedwithone

another.Aplotmusthavefollowingfivestages:

DIFFERENCEBETWEENSTORY&PLOT:

Astoryisthetimelineofeventspresentinanynarrative.

A plotexpressesrationaleandinformsthereaderwhy

specificeventsbelongtogether.
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E.M.Forsterinhiscollectedlectures, ‘Aspectsofthe
Novel’,explainsthedifferencebetweenastoryandaplot:

“Thekingdiedandthenthequeendied."isastory.

“Thekingdied,andthenthequeendiedofgrief."isaplot.”

Whenreadingastory,Forsterexplains,wewonder“and
then?”Whenevaluatingaplot,weask“why?”

TYPESOFPLOT:

Therearetwotypesofnovels–thenovelswithaloose

plotandthenovelsoforganicplot.

NOVELSWITHLOOSEPLOT:

Thenovelsoflooseplothavedetachedincidentsandthe

unityofthenarrativedependsuponthecentralpersonor

thehero.Thus,inthenovelofalooseplot,thestoryis

composed ofa numberofincidents with orwithout

connection.Insuchcases,theunitydependsuponthe

personalityofthehero,suchanovelisratherahistoryof

differentadventures,whichbefallontheindividual.For

example,inThackeray’snovels,wemarkmanyaloose

plot,whichismerelyepisodic.Inthem,onesceneleads

toanother,thecharacterscrossandre-crossandthe

noveldoesnothaveunityofdesign.Amongthenovelsof

looseplots,wecan name‘Robinson Crusoe’,‘Joseph
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Andrews’,‘VanityFair’,‘Pickwick Papers’etc.In such

novels,thenovelisthasconsideredtheplan,arrangedthe

charactersandeventsandlaiddownthelinestobring

aboutthecatastrophe.

NOVELSWITHORGANICPLOT:

Inthenovelsoforganicplot,theincidentsareconnected

witheachotherandtheplotformsadefinitepattern.The

writerhasaplantoworkalongtheplot.‘Tom Jones’

(1749)byHenryFielding and ‘TheWoman in White’

(1859)byWillkieCollinsarethebestexamplesofan

organicplot.Sometimes,wehavetheplotunificationthat

isinalooseplot,wemayhavesomeorganicincidents

andinanorganicplot,wemayhavelooseincidents.Thus,

theprincipleofunityinplotconstructionbecomesmore

importantthanthetypesoftheplot.

TYPESOFPLOT:

Aristotleclassifiedplotsintothreetypeswhilediscussing

tragedy.Theyare:

SIMPLEPLOT:Anovelwhichrunsonasinglelinestory

iscalledthenovelwithsimpleplot.

COMPLEXPLOT:Anovelwithonemainstoryandone
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ormorethansubsidiarystoriesiscalledtohavecomplex

plot.Here,thesubsidiarystorieshelp the main story

develop fasterand make itmore interesting.This is

calledthebesttypesofplotinnovel.Forexample,in

‘BleakHouse’(1852)byCharlesDickens,therearethree

stories and they are very cleverly and artistically

interwovenwithoneanother.

EPISODICPLOT:Whentheeventsofthelifeofthehero

arepresentedinahaphazardmannerhavingnological

connectionamongthem,itiscalledanovelwithepisodic

plot.Thisistheworstkindofaplot.


