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CLASSIFICATIONOFCONSONANTS:

VOICING

Thereare44sounds(24consonantsand20vowels)in

Englishlanguage.Consonantsarethesoundswhichare

articulatedwithsomeobstructionwithinthemouth.This

obstructionisdoneeitherwiththelipsorteethortongue

orglottis.The consonants can be classified in three

differentmannersasunder:

1.PlaceofArticulation(8)

NO. TYPE EXAMPLE

1) Bilabial /p/,/b/,/m/

2) Labiodental /v/,/f/

3) Dental /θ/,/ð/

4) Alveolar /t/,/s/,/d/,/z/,/n/,/l/,/r/

5) PalatoAlveolar/ʃ/,/tʃ/,/dʒ/,/ʒ/

6) Palatal /j/

7) Velar /ŋ/,/w/,/k/,/g/

8) Glotal /h/
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2. MannerofArticulation(6)

NO. TYPE EXAMPLE

1) Nasal(3) /m/,/n/,/ŋ/

2) Stop(6) /p/,/b/,/t/,/d/,/k/,/g/

3) Fricative(9) /f/,/v//θ/,/ð/,/s/,/z/,

/ʃ/,/ʒ/,/h/

4) Affricate(2) /tʃ/,/dʒ/

5) Approximant

(3)

/w/,/j/,/r/

6) Lateral(1) /l/
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3. Voicing:

Allsounds are eithervoiced orvoiceless.Voiced

soundsarethosethatmakeour vocal chordsvibrate

when they are produced.Voiceless sounds are

produced from airpassing through the mouth at

differentpoints.

VOICEDSOUNDS:
Voiced sounds are those thatmake our vocal chords
vibrate when theyare produced.Feelthe vibration by
touchingyourhandstoyourthroat,andthenpronounce
thissound: /z/.(zoo)Wefeelsomevibrationinourthroat.
Manyconsonantsoundsarevoiced,and all vowelsounds
arevoiced.

VOICELESSSOUNDS:
Voicelesssoundsdonothavevibrationofthevocalcords.
When wepronouncethesound: /s/,wedon’tfeelany
vibrationinourthroat.
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NO VOICELESS EXAMPLE VOICED EXAMPLE

1) /p/ Pen 1)/h/ House

2) /b/ Bat 2)/w/ Woman

3) /t/ Toy 3)/n/ Name

4) /d/ Dog 4)/m/ Mouse

5) /k/ Kite 5)/r/ Rat

6) /g/ God 6)/j/ Yes

7) /f/ Father 7)/ŋ/ King,pink

8) /v/ Vine 8)/l/ laughter

9) /s/ Sit

10) /z/ Zoo

11) /θ/ Thing

12) /ð/ This

13) /ʃ/ Shoe

14) /ʒ/ Pleasure

15) /ʈʃ/ Church

16) /dʒ/ Judge
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