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INTRODUCTION: Saintsburyavers thatifMatthew

Arnold is the greatestcritic ofthe middle phase of

Victorianera,WalterPaterisequallyagreatcriticofits

laterpart.Infact,PateristheantithesisofArnold.Arnold,

beingamoralistbelievedinthetheoryof“Artforlife’s

sake.”whereas Paterwas a pure aesthetician who

believed in the theoryof“Artforart’s sake.”Arnold

advocated for objectivity and disinterestedness in

criticism whereasPateremphasizedonthe‘Romantic

Impressionism’.Heismainlyknownforhisstrongbelief

and faith in Aesthetic movementand believed in the

powerofbeautyandenjoymentofbeautyforitsown

sake.

WALTERPATER’SCRITICALWORKS: Pater’s all

criticalcommentsarefoundinhisfollowingworks.

1.StudiesintheHistoryofRenaissance(1873)

2.Marius,theEpicurean(1885)
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3.Appreciations(1889)

Hisfamousessay‘OnStyle’appearsinhis‘Appreciations’.

It is here that we see Walter Pater’s views on

Aestheticism andstyle.

PATERASALEADEROFAESTHETICMOVEMENT:

WalterPaterisassociatedwiththeaestheticmovement

ofEnglishliterature.Hebelievedintheprincipleof‘Artfor

art’ssake.’Heseparatedartfrom morality.Hesays:

“Lifeisshort;theyliveconstantlyundertheshadow of

death.So,theyhurryto enjoy.Pleasure lies in one’s

sensationsandexperiencesderivedfrom thebeautiful.”

The esthetic movementactually originated in France

duringthe1830s.GautierandBaudelaireareconsidered

asthefathersofthismovementinFrance.InEngland,

thismovementwasfurtherdevelopedbyOscarWildeand

Swinburne.WalterPatertoo followed this movement

duringtheVictorianage.AccordingtoPater,beautyis

moreimportantinpoeticcreation.Thisbeautycomes

from theform andmannerorstyle.Thatisthereason

whyhelaysmoreemphasisonstyleinpoetry.Whistler

opined:

“WalterPateristhemostlearnedandsoberfollowerof

thecultofbeauty.Bysomeheisregardedastheleader
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oftheaestheticmovementinEngland.”

FUNCTIONSOFAESTHETICCRITIC: In his

‘StudiesintheHistoryofRenaissance’Paterwrites:

“Todefinebeauty,notintheabstractbutintheconcrete

terms…istheaim ofthetruestudentofaesthetics.”

He believed thatifone wantsto criticize,analyze or

interpretaworkofart,oneshouldtrytofindoutthereal

beautyoftheworkofart.Hereheexplainsthefunctions

ofanaestheticcritic.

“Andthefunctionoftheaestheticcriticistodistinguish,

to analyze and separate from its adjuncts

(supplementaryelements)… thespecialimpressionof

beautyorpleasure.”

Pateraversthattherearethreefunctionsofanaesthetic

critic.

1.Toexperienceandfeelthebeautyorpleasureofa

workofart.

2.To separate it from other supplementary,less

importantelementsinthatworkofart.

3.Torecordhisownenjoymentoftheworkofartand

topassitonfortheenjoymentofothers.

Paterhasappliedthistheorypracticallyinhisreadingsof
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Wordsworth,Coleridge,Lamb and otherRenaissance

poets.A.C.Bensonrightlysaid,“Hemoveslikeabee

from flowertoflowergatheringdropsofsweethoney.”In

thisway,Paterhimselfhasanalyzedallgreatpoetsand

enjoyedthebeautyandpleasurewhichhehasrecorded

inhiscriticalworks.

PATER’SESSAY‘ONSTYLE’: In hispopularessay‘On

Style’WalterPaterhas discussed the importance of

diction,form andstyleinpoetry.

ProseVsPoetry:He begins the essaybypointing

outthatthereisno essentialdifferencebetween

prose and poetry.Both are differentbranches of

imaginative literature.Both express the writer’s

‘senseorfeelingofenjoyment’.Inbothproseand

poetry,theartistmustbetruetohisvisionoflife.A

work of art is beautifulonly when the artist

expresseshisvisionoflifetruthfully.Forthis,the

styleistheonlyelementwhichenableshim torecord

andexpresshisvisionexactlyandtruthfully.

Style–ChoiceofWords: The artist should

selectthewordscarefullyandobservethedifference

betweenthewordswhicharenobleandtheones

whichareignoble.(Dante&Longinus)Hesaysthe

writershouldreject“manyaneology(newlycoined
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words),manya license (carefree use ofwords),

manyagypsyphrase(wordsusedbythecaravansor

travelers).”Headvisesthepoetstousemonosyllabic

wordstobringrhythm andmelody.

ImportanceofLearning: Pater believed that

“Hard is beautiful.”(Longinus)The literary artist

must ne learned in various arts,sciences and

philosophies.He mustne a wellread scholar.

Knowledgeand reading polishesand enricheshis

language.

EmphasisonEconomy: Aprosewriterisascholar

writing forscholar.So he should avoid use of

surplusage.Toomuchuseofornamentsoflanguage

makesthestylemonotonousandboring.Hewrites,

“Allartdothbutconsistintheremovalofsurplusage.”

MindinStyle: Now Pater discusses the

constructionofsentenceswhichhecallsasthemind

in style.The sentencesshould follow each other

logicallyand naturally.Itrequiresan architectural

designinwhichonesentenceisjoinedto,orfitsin,

theother,likebricksinabuilding.

SoulinStyle: Logicalunityamongthesentences

is the mind in style.But the tone,color and

atmosphere created by the style is its soul.
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AccordingtoPater,everygreatartisthashisown

stylewhichimpartsadifferencecolorandfeelingto

hisworks.Itisthroughhisownstylethatthereaders

recognize and know him.That’s whyPatersays,

“Styleistheman.”

GoodArtVsGreatArt: Allgoodartmaynot

always be greatart.Here,Patertalks abouttwo

elements–manner(style)andmatter(content).He

saysthatgoodmannermakestheworkofart‘good’

andgoodmattermakesit‘great’.Heconsiders‘The

DivineComedy’(Dante),‘ParadiseLost’(JohnMilton)

and‘LesMiserables’(VictorHugo)astheexamples

ofgreatart.

CONCLUSION: The principles expounded by

WalterPateraresoundandvaluable.Helaidstresson

theelementofbeautyintheworkofart.Hebelievedin

thedictum “A thingofbeautyisajoyforever.”(John

Keats).Hewasanaestheticianwhoconfirmedthat“Art

isforart’ssake.”Moreover,Patergavemuchimportance

tostyleinliterarycreations.Matterandmannermakethe

workgreater.

Pater is indeed an outstanding aesthetic –

impressionisticcriticofthe19th century.W.J.Longis

rightinrankinghim as“oneofourbestcritics.”According
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toComptonRickett,toreadPater’scriticism is,“botha

joyandadiscipline.”


